Sam Snead

Visits Vermont
by Dave Sprague

The appearance of Sam Snead at
the first annual Hand Motors
Masters in the Mountains
Tournament, held on May 21-22 at
the Gleneagles Golf Course at the
Equinox in Manchester, made the
charity event something special for
everyone involved. It also set a prece
dent that future tournaments will
strive to equal.

The “sold out” sign was pc_)sted
early for the tournament. Thirty-four
teams of four golfers each, from as
far away as Georgia and Oregon,
came to compete for prizes and the
chance to meet a true golf legend.

Snead conducted an early morning
clinic on Saturday to start a very
busy day of golf. Using a combina-
tion of instructional tips and humor-
ous stories, Snead held his audience
captive for the entire hour.

The team best-ball competition
began immediately after the clinic
with a shotgun start. Snead made his

“Just a few weeks shy
of his etghty-first
birthday, Snead
amazed everyone with
hts shotmaking
ability.”

way to the tee of the par-3 fourteenth
hole. As each team approached the
121-yard hole, they were greeted by
Snead, a staff photographer and a
handful of onlookers. Snead hit a
shot with each foursome and any
player could use Snead’s shot as

his own.

Only one amateur golfer placed
his drive inside Snead’s all afternoon
long. John Hand of Manchester’s
Hand Motors, the title sponsor, hit
his ball to within five feet of the pin.
When Snead stepped up to hit his
shot, he quipped with a big smile,
“You won't get mad if I put this in-
side yours, will you?” His ball landed
about ten feet from the flagstick, but
Hand made birdie with his own ball

so Sam’s wasn't needed.
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