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onship and the state of
Vermont are not commonly
mentioned in the same breath. The
tournament—perhaps the most pres-
tigious in the golfing world—has
never been held here, and though the
state has more than its fair share of
talented players and terrific courses,
Vermont could never fairly be con-
sidered a hotbed of professional golf-
ing talent. Patty Shechan, hailing
originally from Middlebury and win-
ner of the 1994 U.S. Women's Open,
is the sole connection between
Vermont and U.S. Open champi-
onship golf in the modern era.
Vermont’s relationship to high-
stakes golf was all the more tenuous
during the sport’s beginnings in
America, a fact reflected in the news-
paper accounts of the 1909 U.S.
Open: “UNKNOWN PLAYER
FROM UNKNOWN COURSE
WINS THE OPEN CHAMPI-
ONSHIP." Unbelievably, the most
famous golfers of the era—Harry
Vardon, Willie Anderson and Walter
Travis, among other greats—were
upstaged in that year’s Open by a
mysterious stranger. The New York
George Sargent Times of June 26, 1909 summarized
the stunning nature of the tourna-
ment’s outcome, proclaiming a “sud-
den leap to fame” for an “unknown
golfer” from, of all places, Vermont:
“An unknown golf club up among
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A closer look reveals that Sargent’s
victory was the natural result of sev-
eral years of careful study and
painstaking devotion to improving
his skills, and Sargent’s quiet nature
and tendency toward humility, rather
than his pedigree and home base,
were the true reasons for the “sur-
prising” nature of his victory.
Similarly, there was a good explana-
tion for the intrigue surrounding the
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No matter his age,
Sargent could
always play the
game with aplomb.
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during the Championship at
Englewood that it was rather diffi-
cult to tell whether a backwoods-
man, caddie, or some well-known
champion in disguise had cacried off
first honors. I am sure they will be
pleased to know it was not a back-
woodsman at any rate, but like near-
ly all prominent professionals, I com-
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menced my career as a cacs
Born in England in 1882, Sargent

spent his youth as 2 caddie and club-

maker. By age 16, he had becomel a
scratch golfer and had caught the
actention of Harry Vardon, six-time
winner of the British Open. Sargent
accepted Vardon’s
apprentice for him at 2 cl
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Sadly, Hyde Manor po

exists, and there is scant hi‘l:‘inrit:'l .
information to suggest thy jy ever |
lived up to its owners’ Ospirations, |
Some portion of the original laygy
eventually became the Top /o the f
Seasons Golf Club, another coyy,
on the list of extinct Vermont lay-
outs. A trip to Sudbury, Vermop;
however, reveals far more than yh,
scant documentation which gy
vives the course. Amidst the begy.
tiful rolling hills, one can still 5o
the outlines of tee areas, fairways
and greens, and a recent visit eyep
turned vp an old Top ‘o the 1
Seasons score card in the decaying |
structure that once served s golf |
shop, seemingly waiting for a mys- |
terious player to show up out of |
nowhere, like the unknown
stranger from Vermont who once
captured the U.S. Open.

: A rusting tractor and decaying former pro?

 shop are sad reminders of Hyde Manor’s -
hey day. i
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;mn'-“‘l salary and whatever he could
carn from making and repairing
clubs and from lessons, for which he
Larged fifty cents for an hour of his

His duties at the club left lic-
me to devote to his own game,
ﬂlcllough he entered a few rtourna-
ments and at times displayed the
Ability that would eventually win the
‘U,S- Open. He was runner-up at the

rominent Canadian Op_en in 1907,
but could not break 90 in the open-
Al round at the 1908 U.S. Opcn’
m.!f-,d at Mpyopia Hunct Club in
he <sachusetrs. The poor showing,
Mﬂvever, caught Sargent an impor-
hov lesson about perseverance.
anetrmin jic is I could do nothing
¢ 2

cl
rime-
cle ©1

L HisToRical |

right, and I was too disgusted to
retcurn my card for the first round.
When 1 cooled off and saw how bad
almost everyone else was I realized
my mistake, and promptly made up
my mind I had torn up my last card.”

Sargent practiced more during the
following year, returning to England

for a few months of intensive work
with Britain's finest players. He
returned to the United States to
accept the Hyde Manor position in
1909, and six wecks later traveled to
New Jersey's Englewood Golf Club
for the Open. Sargent played poorly
for the first few holes of the first
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Jowed his first round 75 with rounds focus the relative anonymity of
of 72,72 and 71, winning the cham- [owf;lr,n Perhaps because he had
(el lchi.eved fame from his skill as a

pionship with the lowest score since
the Open begant in 1895. In victory once
o be as gracious as ever,

he proved ¢

acknowledging his fellow competi-

tors and the gallery and providing the ‘ .

material for the next day’s headlines: Sargent spent the remamder

b almost 43 of his life emphasizing the
eaching

“I had come amongst t
entire strangeh and I thank them all
’ impo

for my kind reception.’
The 1909 Open performance was prOfe ssi onal,

no fluke. Sargent continued t0 play

quality professional golf in the fol- ' touring

Jowing years, and he captured the ! : '

Canadiasrll Open championship in pr:mary in the PUthS £

1912. But his professional success

was curtailed by his passion for shap- |

ing the growth and popularity of golf .

in the U5, primarily by developing touring playen his admonition was

the role of the golfing professional as all the more convincing: “The pic-
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method still in use today, when in : dime of his victory: gargent ¥ seill
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explﬂ“a‘ion for the club p, beine
sted in a0y Of the guideg » gy

wners of the existing Hyde Vi, e
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George Sargent’s apparent
disdain of the spotlight
did not prevent him

resoft

from enjoying the advantages
that come to an
Open champion.

Sargent eventually left Vermont for
the Chevy Chase Golf Club in
Maryland, and he later served as the
pro at such prestigious clubs as
Scioto in Ohio, Interlachen in
Minnesota and, on the recommenda-
tion of Bobby Jones in 1927, East
Lake in Atlanta. He continued his
prominent role in the PGA until his
death in 1962. Because he chose the
relative anonymity of teaching over
the pro tour as a way to build the
game into a popular pastime for the
American public, he remains a rela-
tively unfamiliar figure today.

Rob Halpert never won the U.S. (_)Pf"
and be's siill unknown.
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Scanned with CamScanner



