oe Kirkwood was born April 3, 1897, in Sydney, Australia. At the age of 10, he dcpilrtcd p
] points uncharted without a compass, roosting at a farm 370 miles from Sydney Where }‘:f
was hired as a sheep herder. There he golfed on a three-hole course, designed by his bm:
and the game instantly became his life.

Kirkwood won the Australian and New Zealand Opens in 1920, the Illinois Ch“mPiOnshi
. and the California Open in 1923, the North and South Open anc! the Canadian Open in 1933

He competed in the 1948 U.S. Open, placing 28th. Part of the first team of American profey.
sionals competing against a British team, he helped create the Ryder Cup. These are just Somge
of this Hall of Famer’s accomplishments.

Joe first came to Vermont in 1928. A newspaper account noted that on August 8 1928,
Kirkwood “clipped three strokes off the course record,” at St. Johnsbu_r)'/ Country Club, scor.
ing a 71. The Rutland Herald stated, “The course was in perfec[lcondmon_ After he won the
match, Joe put on a performance for members and had dinner with o[hcr.gallery members of
the club.” August 14, 1928, Joe played golf at the Rutland Country Club in a foursome exhi.
bition match for best ball. His partner was Rutland golf professional James Murray. They
opposed Billy Pond, Jr, a Princeton University golf team member, and a local player nameq
George Morse. After the match, Joe entertained the crowd with his ball control antics. Ope
stunt was driving a golf ball off a watch crystal.

He traveled the world twice with Walter Hagen, golfing for the Emperor of Japan, King
George VI, President Richard Nixon, Balinese beauties and sultans. He wrote, “The seven seas
) L have known my tees, beneath an all world sky,” in his poem, Travels.

J,,D}zwf;t:ﬁc’d ” f Kirkwood returned to Vermont in the 1960s with Lowell Thomas, to fish and play golf,
rom DacSecten ot Hiohilabherce He blessed Stowe with his talent and became the Club’s pro. He knew the most exotic
places in the world, but still chose Vermont as his ultimate home. In 1967 the Stowe Invitational was instituted and in 1968, Stowe

founder Sepp Ruschp named it the Kirkwood Invitational. The traditional member/guest tournament is now one of the most popu-
lar events in the state.

Kirkwood’s signature graces old guest registers at the elegant Basin Harbor Club, situated on the shores of Lake Champlain in

Vergennes. A contemporary of Scotsman Danny Wilson, Basin Harbors’s pro of the past, Kirkwood shot 31 on both the front and back
nine at the Basin Harbor Club for a course record of note.

Kirkwood passed away in 1970. His grave in Stowe is marked by a Vermont granite boulder inscribed with a golf poem and a bas-

relief trick shot club. Kirkwood once wrote, “For in the end, it was like the beginning, amusement and laughter for others was my
guiding light.”

by Evelyn Earl
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