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Walter Travis| -

" : hed a golf
hen Walter Travis arrived in the United States in 1885 from his native Australia, he had‘ never ‘[Ol‘::ul Octof\;)er.
club in his life. It was a trip to England in 1896 that sparked his interest in the sport, but it wasi

1898, at the age of 30, that he embraced the game in earnest. . :
: ) ) 5 regiment
Travis joined Garden City Golf Club on Long Island, New York, at its founding and bega_n ke e‘ﬁrﬁg Pri ctical
| of practice that led him to win the very first tournament he entered just two months latc_r. In his 1901 k?-—:tO D
Golf, Travis described his induction to the addiction. “It was my misfortune—or was it my good ]UC' someswhat
_golf without the assistance of professional coaching or the aid of any good player, and that, 1©00, at 2
| advanced age, regarded from a golfing standpoint.” -
! While knocking around Garden City, Travis became acquainted with John Duncan Dunn, son of Olfd Wﬂdlifé wn
Dunn of Musselburgh, Scotland, and one of the most prominent golf professionals in the United States rozld
time of his arrival in 1894. Dunn was planning courses for the Florida West Coast Railroad and had been asked by m
(LR

James Taylor to come to Vermont and look at a course site. In 1899, Dunn traveled to the Green Mountain SmFe and
brought Travis with him. Travis was immediately enamored of Vermont and made Manchester-in-the-Mountains his
Walter Travis summer home. Although he was a novice in course design at the time, his interest was fueled at Ekw:'mok, ;:nd
e e SRR because of his golfing achievements, in a short time the acclaim for the student would surpass that of his weacher.
i When he won the first of his three U.S. Amateur titles the following season, Travis was in demand and he would
go on to plot 25 courses, including CC of Troy, Onondaga, Westchester and Yunandasis in New York, Cape Arundel in Maine and Equinox in Vermont.
The ‘Travis reputation brought an unheralded notoriety to golf in Vermont and an esteem to Ekwanok as a world class golfing destination. His name
on the membership roles and his presence at early amateur tournaments elevated Manchester into its role as the summer golfing capital of Amenica.
Noted golf writer Grantland Rice paid tribute to Travis' talents as a designer: “His rank as a course architect was high, for he knew the value of
holes and how they should be arranged 1o call for skill and to keep up sustained interest.” Travis set down his own opinions when he wrote, “A per-
fectly flat expanse of ground is not nearly so good as one with gentle undulations, affording diversity of play, and presenting new and interesting
problems at each hole. There is oo much sameness with a perfectly level course, and a very hilly course is open to objection on account of the phys-
ical fatigue involved. Mountin climbing is one thing and golf is distinctly another.”
‘Travis had a chance to apply his principles when he designed the Equinox Links course adjacent to his beloved Ekwanok. Planned in 1927, the
course was his final canvas, though he was not well enough to play at the opening on July 3. He died of a bronchial infection less than a month later.
‘Travis and his wife are buried in the Dellwood Cemetery between his two favorite courses—his first design at Ekwanok and his last design at
Equinox. He remains a historic pillar of Vermont golf and will always be one of our foremost champions.
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