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hen the football crowd
Youngman
tand

ROUND FOUR O
fall afrernoon W :
at Middlebury Colleges
Field is dispersing: you can s

in the concrete bleachers and feast

of ourdoor exercise: Beyond the

lots devored to sOCCeh;
d boundary are unmistakable signs oi e
a cross-country ski rrack. Look farther east and you'll s¢
the rolling terrain that marks the Ralph

Myhre Golf Course, where the late after-
turning the land purple, green
hill in the air,

on a panorama
stadium are acres of playing

along a woode

noon sun is
and amber. By now theresac
| still be able to spot golfers on

but you'l .
there’s anoth-

almost every hole. After all,
er hour of daylight left. )

The Ralph Myhre Golf Course is unique,
being the only collcgc—owned golf course
in Vermont. Even larger institutions such

as the University of Vermont don’t own a
golf course, and while not owning a course
probably won't hurt one’s prestige (though
you couldn’ say the same in Texas or Flori-
da), having a golf course has to be a plus.

“Not many students come here because
of golf,” explained Mike Schoenfeldt, Mid-
dlebury’s Director of Admissions. “[They
come] because we offer lifetime sports expe-
rience and excellence. Call the golf course
a spoke, an important spoke, in our wheel
of general excellence.”

It has only been in the past 50 years that
Middlebury College could boast that it
owns a golf course. For an institution
approaching its bicentennial (in the millennial year 2000),
golf course ownership represents but a modest portion of
its overall history. Yer in recent decades, the facility has
become increasingly important to the college.

“What small colleges sell is excellence and tradition,”
Schoenfeldt said. “The golf course fits in because it's been
here awhile, it hosts excellent events and it has established
a tradition with these events.” Two events in particular
stand out: the Sheehan Classic and the Walter (Duke) Nel-

son Small College Championship.

The Sheehan Classic is hosted by Middlebury’s Sheehan
family and uses a captain-and-crew format, with Ladies
Professional Golf Associarion star Patty Sheehan playing

along with the teams. Bobo Shechan, Patty’s father, arrend-
ed and coached at Middlebury College, and Middlebury is

BO

«WHEN RALPH
MYHRE CAME,
WE HAD RAW
PASTURE HERE
WITHOUT MANY
TREES AND WITH
WIDE OPEN TER-
RAIN. RALPH
STARTED DEFIN-
ING THE HOLES
AND PLANTING

TREES.”

where Patty Sheehan grew up, Each ]
week before the summer LPGA B W
ton Mountain, Patty Shechan COmcStat S i
family, and the tournament take, ]to :
ceeds from the event benefit locy| Ch-.a-c?' p!'t}'.-
The Small CO“CgC ChampionShip‘ ;'RIQ' :

for former Middlebury golf, footbg)| Eln(: :a“‘ed
coach Walter (Duke) Nelson, and it js cont Cy
the fall each year. Golf teams from appro"imam]e“ lin
ty-five Division III Colleges in they “Ven. |
United States participate in 36-}101:3“ e
play, with the aggregate team scol ':e‘ |
mining the winner. The tournamentﬂ?t.i_%
conceived and first conducted dllring Wa;
Nelson’s life, and throughout is formﬁﬁ‘}é‘
?rears, Duke was an active supporter f-the-'f';
idea that young men should compete e |
ly and fairly in a game he loved and playeg

extremely well.

)'Q;lr' in e

Bur tradition at the Ralph Myhre Golf
Course doesn't stop with the naming ofq
couple of tournaments. As you walk the
course, you'll notice solid wooden bench.
es on most of the tees. Take a closer look
and you'll see a bronze plate affixed to the
back support of each bench. On the plat o
is etched a dedication—"In the memory
of ...,” “Class of . . .,” “Given by his :
friends . . . "—and you realize that Mid-
dlebury College’s sense of tradition is now ;ﬁ_—.’:-
ingrained in a physical way. Missing is the ;
name of Ralph Myhre. It doesntappearon
any bench, nor does it grace any tourna-
ment title; yet there are many reasons why

AR T BRSPS RS £ i

the golf course is named for him.
Ralph Myhre was the moving force behind the concep-
tion, creation and development of the current golf course.
In 1950 the Middlebury course resembled a golfing layout
in only the vaguest sense. Though nine holes had been laid
out in the early 1930s, the course—which was not owned
by Middlebury College at the time—was all burabandoned
during World War II. In the late 1940s Middlebury Col--
lege bought the land, mostly because it adjoined otherland
the college owned. At best, the college was ambivalent abour
keeping the golf course (local historians recount thatp
ers had to call to see whether the grass had been mowe
recently before playing). Then along came Ralph M 'h
a local businessman, who also happened to bea ﬁn’c_.g
In the early 1950s Myhre came to work for Middlebury
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College, first at the Snow Bowl (the collepe.
ski area), then ar the golf course. 1, ma
both sites, and it was a 12-month jab, .]
Kelton, Myhre’s longtime assistan, a

Owned
aped
}‘]()wﬂ rd

d
X, 1979, the college’s golf course and g; ,lri

. : 1 my
ager, re . —— , . n-
ager, remembered what it was like i, th

“When Ralph Myhre came, ¢ 1950;,

w
e had AW pasey,
e

s Since

here withour many trees and
Kelton said. “Ralph started
ing trees.”

Few people really played the course i
Phinney, Middlcbur}r Pro from
1952 to 1990, recounted thar 5 big
day was when twenty people woylg
show. One year there were only twe
college student memberships sold,
compared with more than 209
roday. Fora number of years, Myhre
had only four people working for

n the course.

:;n;\h t.vidc open terrajp, »
clining ¢ holes :md‘ pl
ant-

those days. g

him O
Bu[ by [_ht: 19605, thc gOIf‘COLII'SC
had chCJOPCd a distinct characrer,

stll only nine holes, but most

1890s some golf was probably played informal-
ly in Middlebury “on a few holes laid out behind
the Chapman place.”

It was another quarter century before orga-

nized golf became a reality in Middlebury. The
sport was growing in popularity throughout the
country, and in 1921 a group of local citizens
decided to form a golf club. A farm adjacent to and

south of the Chapman land was selected, with enough room

for nine holes. The Middlebury Register of November 11,
1921, tells why the choice was made: “The location was
chosen as it lends itself very natu-
rally 1o golf and will require very
little work and expense to put it
into shape. It is also near the vil-
lage and will be very accessible.”
Rent was $100 per year, and
four of the holes were part of a
sheep pasture, which meant lictle
mowing was required because the
sheep would perform the task.
There was one drawback, howev-

[e5pre e er: the sheep couldn't distinguish
Oﬂ:eer CIEV::TH':d[ tciioflli:-&; S:, and berween fairway and green. Un-
(hcfc was fatrly g h dbatnvay deterred, the founders erected
mowing- R;]Jph-M)’hl'C e NG barbed wire around the greens o
'rlOﬂYmous with the golf course, keep the sheep away.
¥ | both Middlebury College and The course opened in May
g cal high school began to play 1922, and within two years there
the o there. was a small clubhouse and a 1'2-‘4.1-
matchcsh M}’h re was a wonderful dent pro. Dick Hubbard, no;\;l;{
[ . ; K P .
R,?Jgoward Kelon recalled. “He  DUD PHINNEY (LEFT) WAS THE PRO FOR 38 his Soi' described thcoc(iltiisrcat -
mar d in people; andhehad  YEARS, AND HOWARD KELTON HAS BEEN HARD tbcn- le “Vﬂ'lSFC}““‘-hPc pm‘ﬁ-,ssional
wﬂsimercsm- do things with as AT WORK FOR THE CLUB SINCE THE 19505, ume, maing rthep i
ique ablllfy to do thing copk‘ in town—the 06&000‘
. ossible.” : i lawyers, bankers and such,” hesaid. “Theyd tee OW“[G;
Jircle as P describcd how, when it came to replanting trees, ﬂ;en bl could all get 0 work.
Kelton 1 cake 2 bulldozer, gently dig under the tree am., bbard caddicd there, and he remembered thfl[. the
fvhre WOUI : it automobilc. The car Hubbar : ¢ than 100 ymds), witha
My ) the hood of a waiting ) holes were short (some little mor ol
and P L, to the hole prcpared i fi ;e dest prass bunkers. «There were no Warer B0
race over () “Ralph was ew modest §
vould then ansplant would be slid into Elace. Ra P'd ither” he 2k b shiphad g
rec and the tF Middlebury College,” Kelton sai€- Within a few years: the golfing m¢ e S
d dicated Sy k many years before new and longer goli cou e
aman €€ M'ddlebuf}' area gocs bac y faid out large enough that v was bought across the high
Goléo 2 l n the 189052 i h [n 1927 of 1928 farm prol?ﬂ) sesits, and Tom Reilly, then
rEAgTyec chat is across th¢ " hee the presentgolf COUBERRE L1 lay out the
il hMyb ights, 2 lovely old hom If course. way where t1eP Country Club, was hired to 1Y el
hind the Heights: ball ficld and g0 o at Rutland COURET =4 ceqrally uncha’
b'? mn urrent FOUt . mbere urse remainet i deve
. the € . hts, reme Here the c© f nine holes ¥
highway ik & v resides 10 the Hetg ,f laying golf holes. hen the cecond set of ™! e om e 0P
i E nov L, Pa .\]978,\\; e es today,
|via Keiser, WhO speaking o und an, 3 it 40
o her, Thad CHP™ S oy Collge e hle O
hor %) d recently, 2 V! during the 51
n {hC Propcrf}’- An " i aff Cd that
0 {: t esls ¢
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annual events like the Sheehan ¢ s
Small College Championship,» assje Wy
At 6,379 yards from the blue , ¢

from the white tees and 5,3¢q9 frc,m

tees), with water, elevated tees

of a hill, flowing toward the east and the Green
Mountains just several miles away. Each of the
other holes jumped to one side or the other of
the first fairway, bu all stayed cast of the high-

way. This was the layour that greeted Ralph

Myhre when he took over in the 1950s.

Twenty years later, it was time to think about
expanding the golf course. The game was catching on
with Middlebury College students, and the idea ofan 18-

hole course would add prestige to an
already well-endowed outdoor recreation
program. It would fit, as Admissions Direc-
tor Schoenfeldt pur it. “We're rich in out-
door experience, and all these acrivities
started modestly,” he said.

Ralph Myhre worked long and hard to
get college approval, and in 1975 planning
for a new nine holes finally began. He had
been a member of the Vermont Golf Asso-
ciation for many years, and since the late
1960s he had been on the Junior Com-
mirtee of the USGA. His credibility was
high with college officials, and he was per-
suasive by nature. Myhre knew what he
wanted, and he was single-minded about it.
Yet there would be no high-priced golf
architect here, no expensive group of
“experts.” It would be local talent working
on this local project.

“We all had a part in planning the new
nine,” Howard Kelton recalled. “There
were many nights at Ralph’s house in the
cellar discussing the new layour. We all
learned together; there was a lot of reading
and trial and error. We started with a back-
hoe, bulldozer, dump truck and some trac-
tors and chain saws. We hired just two new
people to help.”

The course took three years to build, and

“IT WAS QUITE
POPULAR AT THE
TIME, MAINLY
FOR THE PROFES-
SIONAL PEOPLE
IN TOWN—
THE DOCTORS,
LAWYERS,
BANKERS AND
SUCH. THEY'D
TEE OFF AT 6:00
A.M., THEN FIN-
ISH BY 8:00 so
THEY COULD ALL

GET TO WORK.”

sional fairway bunkers, the co

LS
urse s o chal

ing test ac par 71, Ct’;g,,,_
The Middlebury College connection pey,. - :
cial as well. Each year in September, alump; f, My

o .

rem
acy

Oty
Bolfjy,

NVitagigro

the country return for o weekend o
the annual Gordon Perine I
Alumni Golf Tournament (named gy o
longtime Middlebury Directo, g
of Deye
opment). It is the essence of how ¢ X
lege and the golf course work to o
each providing a special nich hgeth‘e.,,,__ -
et at t}lé 2
other can fill. .
The tournament began modestly 3, -
20 years ago but has grown "Cmﬂndou? :
in that time. “People are beating in the
doors now,” Kelton maintained. “Fiftee,
years ago we had to beg people to play, byt
in the last couple of years we're cutting it off
at 120 players.” e
A cynic might say this is a subtle Wayto
encourage alums to make contributions,
and perhaps it is. But it’s a lot more, tgq,
According to Mike Schoenfeldr, jgs a
“friend-raising weekend,” not a fund-rajs.
er. “For many alumni, the Perine Tourna-
ment is the reason they come back to Mid-
dlebury each year, and it’s an occasion for
them to get together with friends and class-
mates,” he said. “We think it’s a major event.
for the golf course.” St
With 350 fully paid membersand mem-
bership increasing from outside Middle-

bury, the future looks bright for the Ralph |

Myhre Golf Course. “Most days we're full

from early morning to early afternoon, whether weekday
or weekend,” Kelton reported. “Every year our play goes

in September 1978 it opened to rousing cheers. But it was a
bittersweer triumph. After all those years of shepherding a cow
pasture into what would become a fine test of golf, Ralph up.”
He let his gaze run out the wide first fairway, then turned
and looked ar the college buildings blending into high trees
behind. “I'm pleased with the support we get from the col-

lege . . .” he said, his voice trailing off like a long, straight ;

Myhre passed away from lung cancer four months later.
But his golf legacy continues. “The golf course has

become a great tool for student recruitment and staff recruic-

ment,” Kelton said. “It enables us to have major tourna-

drive.
Looking down the lush fairway, one gets the idea that the

ments, including the Vermont Amateur, Vermont Mid-
Amateur [twice], Vermont Ladies Amateur [twice] and

qualifying for the USGA Senior Amateur; as well as our feeling is mutual.
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