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Two CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSES ARE JUST PART
OF THE SPECTACULAR SPORTING SCENE AT THE
QUECHEE CLUB

ANDS OF
- PLENTY

by Alex Kourcbanas

l
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“bx\' VERMONTERS THINK OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF, a number of different meanings may
come to mind: one championship shot in a long string of foozles from your playing partner; a
good ball striker exccuting all the right shots at all the right times to win a club championship;
or on I.hOIC thag requires championship level play on a less rigorous golf course. But is there an
18-hole, ch:lmpionship-caiibcr golf course in the state?

Absolutely. The Quechee Club in Quechee has attained star status in Vermont, in New Eng-
‘ 1d the country. Not only does the Quechee Club offer a championship golf course,
it houses two of the best courses in the area. The Highland and Lakeland golf courses are regard-
ed by New England professionals, officials of the New England Professional Golf Association, the  Lerr: ThE GLORIOUS
national golf communiry and visitors as two of the most challenging, well-conditioned golf cours- BACK NINE AT
es in New England. As a result of this status, the two top tournaments for New England ama-
teurs and professionals were hosted by Quechee in the summer of 1995,

To bea top resort, a club must offer more than just excellent golf. At Quechee there is an abun-
dance of activities to keep guests busy during summer and winter, spring and fall. Tennis and swim-
ming opportunities are plentiful at the resort. Eight Har-Tru and three all-weather tennis courts ~ Brrow: Texsis s
are open from the first week in May to Columbus Day. Chuck Kinyon, director of tennis at ANOTHER FEATHER IN
Quechee, runs a program that assists anyone from the beginner to the advanced tennis player. Also
included in the tennis curriculum are clinics, tournaments, the New England Junior Challenge

Cup, as well as social mixers for the whole tennis community. A full-service pro shop provides
clothing and accessories,

land and aroy,

QUECHEE'S LAKELAND
COURSE.

Charlie Brown Prods.

THE QUECHEE CAP.

Courtesy of the

Quechee Club

Members and guests can swim all year long at the
Quechee Club. A 75-by-50-foot outdoor pool is avail-
able in the summer, and an indoor lap pool stays open
every day of the year. If you enjoy freshwater swimming
or paddle boat riding, Lake Pinneo rests inside the com-
plex. The captivating, Ottauquechee River runs around
the Lakeland course and is a wonderfully scenic spot to
fish for brook or rainbow trout.

The winter months add another layer of activities to
the sporting scenc at the Quechee Club. There are more
than 200 acres of downhill skiing, complemented by the
clubs 100 percent snow-making capabilities. Three lift
areas—a double chair, handle tow and T-bar—make lift

lines obsolete for the modest number of skiers, and most
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THE QUECHEE CLUB IS
HOME TO A PERENNIAL
POLO POWERHOUSE.

Cuur:csy of the Qu{'chcc
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are happily exhausted by the time they've finished their runs. The ski terrain is intermediate and
faces south, allowing a high amount of sun exposure throughout the day. Ski schools and an
active racing schedule are extended to teens and smaller children.

Cross-country skiing and snowboarding add to the liveliness of the snow season. “We encour-
age snowboarding here,” said Skiing Director Ken Lallier. “We also offer about 25 kilometers of
cross-country skiing, which is very popular with our guests.”

Ten fairly flac kilometers stretch along the Lakeland course and another 15 kilometers wind
through the back woods, where a more difficult test awaits the cross-country purist who desires
a rougher, more secluded challenge. A full ski shop located at the base lodge offers any fine-tun-
ing or repair your equipment may need. The ski area is open Friday through Sunday and through-
out the holiday weeks in December and February.

To engage in these hearty efforts, one must be in proper physical condition. The Quechee
Club operates a state-of-the-art fitness facility that helps guests concentrate on either weight train-
ing or cardiovascular exercise, or both. The Body Masters Weight Machine consists of a leg press,
free weight bar, leg extension and curls, lateral pull down, pec tech, chest press, lateral rows, shoul-
der press, back extension, tricep pushdowns, bicep curls, inner and outer thigh exercises and a
Roman chair that works the lower abdominals and hip flexors. The fitness room also offers free
weights and dumbells as well as a cardiovascular area filled with stationary bikes, stairmasters, tread-
mills and a rowing machine. Specialized, personal training is also available by appointment with
Health Club Director Chris Hetnick.

In need of a breather from the golf, skiing and training? One of the favorite social activities in
the Quechee area is the annual balloon festival. Now in its seventeenth year of operation, the fes-
tival has grown considerably since its inception. The event began with four hot-air balloons and
a few thousand people; it now hosts twenty balloons, and 18,000 people attend. Held on the vil-

VERMONT GOLF
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, the festival takes place over Father Day week
¢, NONSLOP ENtertainment, continuoys cl]ild}re\nv‘:imetir:rciih'cmﬁsl-
all tournaments, book sales, commercig| exhibi il
- ons, polo matches and gigantic rummage sales are -
. happenings that take place during the festiva|, Bl
e gatherings include a Fourth of July celebration —
4 Jitha cookout, b;u.ld and fireworks — a 10k road race o
oe and hiking trips, water fitness classes and both kids,' d mini
(ids' day camp- If you shun having plans, the count si:cll: iml'm-
alks, antique hunting and scenic drives any time of t?:e ca nges
of the most spectacular sights is the Quechee Gorge. Fromytherlloollle

' Route 4, 1
out potnt of = 65 feet above the Orttauquechee River, the
is quite IMpressive. 2

family
few of

mplete
combined

view

Many visit01:s, e they've sampled the uniqueness of the
Quechee area, Inquire about lodging accommodations. At the
QueChce Lakes Association, there are close to 200 condoiminium
unitsand about forty homes either available for rental or possible pur-
chase.

Rentals start with a minimum two-night stay, according to Loren
Spademan of Coldwell Banker. The economy rate for two-night
sayina two-bedroom condo is about $285 per unit. Equipped with
2 Jacuzzi and fireplace, the luxury condos run about $625 for two
nights. “The longer you stay, the cheaper it is per night,” said Spade-
man, “and there are six or seven different rates between $285 and
$625.”

He also rents twenty-five to thirty homes, all fully furnished, that
sleep anywhere from two to ten people. The rates vary from $399
10 $625 for two-night stays. Most of the units are fairly new and all
are very well maintained. The area holds eighteen condominium
villages, some with their own amenities, such as a pool, putting
greens and cross-country skiing right outside the door.

“Quechec is a very special place,” Spademan said. “It’s close to
Hanover and the arts and musical events at Dartmouth. It’s ten min-
utes from Woodstock with all the great restaurants and only ten
minutes from the Lebanon Airport. All owners and their guests have full use of the facilities, and
70 percent of all renters are return guests. That says a lot about Quechee and how we satisfy our
guests.”

The Quechee Club also features banquet facilities that can accommodate both intimate and
large parties. The Clubhouse Main Dining Room can service groups of 30 to 200 in the formal
country setting with a stone hearth fireplace and a view of the impeccably landscaped grounds.
The Grille Room, with its dormer windows, overlooks the Lakeland Course and can hold up to
150 people. Murphy Farm is a picturesque New England farmhouse nestled on the shores of
Lake Pinneo that can service a party of eighty inside the farm or, with the help of tents on the

adjacent grounds, can host up to 500 guests inac
The Highland and Lakeland golf courses can ch

fessionals. The two courses complement each other,
fine condition throughout the year. This past summer’s lack of rain took its toll on a number of

golf courses in the Northeast. The Quechee Club, with a constant water source supplied by Lake
« 5% b3}
Pinneo, avoided much of the burning that hampered many courses. Conditions at Quechee,

ountry atmosphere.
arm any guest or intimidate the finest of pro-

and they're both nurtured to maintain their

Tnns

ABOVE TOP: WATER

AEROBICS WITH THE
FULL-SERVICE
CLUBHOUSE IN THE
BACKGROUND.

ABOVE: LAKE PINEO
PROVIDES A HOST OF
AQUATIC ACTIVITIES
FOR NON-GOLFERS
VISITING QUECHEE.
Courtesy of the Quec
Club (2)
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. said Greg Keating, touring professional from the Chag
/ Country Club in Massachusetts, “are much better thy,, ) es R;

H 7 { —— = the other courses weve p]aycd in New England.”
i = | Many touring professionals who competed in the Ney, -
‘ mmer ﬁgreCd. The tournament has bee he]dn L
b since 1980, and most of the top Professiongls rat
year after year because of the challenging nature of the COurs;
the picturesque setting. The Quechee Club is so highly "Cgaran
that the New England Open is one of only two tournaments gy p'
NEPGA Tour that remains in the same spot every year. The o o
ournament is the New England Classic, a PGA Tour event hogc;rf
Country Club in Massachusetts, L

t moSt
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by the Pleasant Valley
ed in the New England Open for the last ten years. The pro from i,

and articulated the feelings of many of the competitors when

asked abour playing at Quechee. “The New England Open is like our Masters, ’.’ Baluik said. “The
fecling we get when we come to Vermont is very special. That’s why [ keep coming back. Quechee
APPAREL. has owo of the top courses around the tour. You have to think when you play here. You have g
Courtesy of the Quechee  position your tee shots and position your shots around the greens. There are really no gimme holes
Club on either golf course. I enjoy the challenge of this tournament so much that I'll keep coming back

as long as [ can.”
Ed Carbone, manager of tournaments for the NEPGA, considers the Quechee Club one of
the best, if not the best, golf facility in New England. “Both courses require a lot of thinking because
ick and firm. Both courses are in outstanding

Dave Baluik has play
Gloucester Country Club in Rhode Isl

THE CLUBHOUSE
OFFERS AN EXTENSIVE
COLLECTION OF

EQUIPMENT AND

they're so difficult,” said Carbone. “The greens are qui _
condition. Golf superintendents Ken Lallier and Ken Glick have done a great job here. The New ¥ ¢
England Open is a great test of golf becausc, unlike some 36-hole facilities that have only one tough " nd O ¢
course, both the Highland and the Lakeland courses are of championship caliber.” ‘;:dlf (LIS
According to Director of Golf Operations Andy Prosowski, Golf Digest has rated the Highland i yd coUTS
“I run a golf school in }Iehf HighlaI

course as one of the top two golf courses in the state for the last few years.

Arizona in the winter,” said Prosowski, “and it’s funny when I wear clothing from Quechee how fihe met
i i ol

many people actually know of Quechee and have heard great things about the facility and the qual- " dr

530 a ‘

o the scen

ity of the two courses.”
The feel of play is quite different on the two courses. From the blue tees, both Highland and |
2|place 10 P

Lakeland are monsters for the double-digit handicapper. The golfer must be able to strike a long,
1d Colem:

straight ball throughout the round and make very few mistakes.
Terry Deleo, former Vermont State Amateur Champion, member at the Quechee Club and g the Hig]

competitor in both the New England Amateur and Open Championships in 1995, determined
the difference between the blue and white tees as roughly six strokes. But another club member,

dssfrustratin
iteline. | hay

when tf)fd about the six-stroke difference, demurred. “That’s Terry Deleo, who's one of the best Aady Prosow:
players in the area,” said Dick Hostetler. “For most of our members, the difference between cham- Lusyou to hit
pionship and members’ tees has got to be more than six strokes.” b

The difference in yardage from blue to white tees on the Highland course is more than 500 :{’ mugh ﬂ“‘d
yards and more than 400 yards on the Lakeland course. The first hole on Lakeland, for example :"*%hlélnd. s
is a shocking wake-up call from the blue tees. From the white, the hole ranges 350 yards, but b[:ck’ 'iPIEccmcm,
up to the blue blocks, add 90 yards of length, plus a 220-yard drive to carry the warcr, blockin Sgnature
the entire fairway, and you've got an intimidating start. ¥ 75 yards,
The difficulties on both the Highland and Lakeland courses develop differently. When the St yoy by
weather’s right and you're playing well, according to the professionals, the Lakeland course plays s rf;j,} | !.
a little easier and offers more birdie chances. . Yahil ‘:) )
“But if the wind picks up, Lakeland is a sleeping giant, " said Deleo. When conditions are ) a‘“l" Play
g Mine

U

Scanned with CamScanner



tou h(!r [h ak d [ y h(‘r“ 1S5 i)(f( ause 1t 1s === 1IK¢ l (o - GOLF SIS
[} € eland se Decom XIrenmn l:} [ e}\pOSCd 1“11 ]\ th I HI F COURSES
€ I tres
g our. Ci es

AST THE FINEST
The amount of water  noas1
o et Sl LU S e here of the  SURFACES IN THE STATE.
e s ind ditions, adds to the hazardous atmosp i St
on the course, when mixed wich windy con ) Girorisy F i
S is the favorite amon Club
The Highland course receives more play than the Lakeland coursbe ';1: lslt b B Lt 2%
most of the members and professionals that play at the Quechee Clul : | Zc ub wr i
: & 5
cars ago, and most of the original holes are now situated on the Highland cours .
- i i iven the Highland course a reputation as a beau-
ety and the scenic layout of golfin the hills have given the g
tiful place to play golf. -
i . “llove
Todd Coleman, a guest at the club from New York City, has played both golf courses ;
playing the Highland course,” said Colernan. “Lakeland is great, but Highland has less water an

isn't as frustrating. The views from the Highland course are incredible. Both these courses are top
of the line. I haven’t played any better.”

Andy Prosowski feels the professionals probably favor the Highland course as well. “Highland

allows you to hit a greater variety of shots,” Prosowski said. “The par threes, like the twelfth, are
really tough and scenic. The course is very wooded. You'l| getalot of side hill lies and
at Highland. From the blye wees, I think Lakeland is harder be
shot placement. Because of the ab
The signature hole ar the Highland course
plays 175 yards, and from the blue 195 j Is
moment you begin thinking aboy your shot
all over this hole. Play short and the by could run
down a hj] Play long and you're through the trees and down
on a bank trying to figure oy your lie. Play around the green
and try [ike cfazy not o three-putt, Score 2 par and smile g]|

tough purts
cause it demands a grear deal of

» ANXiety permeates your entire body.

avine. Play left and you're
a hill. Play right and you're hanging
and you're in a bunker, Hic the green
the way to the thirceenth ree,

Continyed on page 98
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