cain't be beat.

R

e T

N THE BEGINNING

WAS THE CORN,
FURROW UPON FURROW,
ROW AFTER UNENDING ROW,
DEFINING THE LANDSCAPE AND
SO DOMINATING THE PLATEAU
BETWEEN RUTLAND AND
BRANDON THAT THE GOLF
COURSE BUILT THERE SOME 75
YEARS AGO TOOK ITS NAME
FROM THE OMNIPRESENT
PLANT. “CORN HILL,” AS THE
PROCTOR-PITTSFORD COUNTRY
CLUB WAS FIRST CHRISTENED,

IS STILL THE MONIKER USED BY

MANY LONG-TIME MEMBERS.
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Straight fairways with bordering trees characterized the nine-hole layout of the past.

The name may have changed, but
the Proctor-Pittsford course still
commands the same spectacular view
of the Green Mountains to the east
and it is said, on a clear day, the
lower recesses of Lake Champlain are

faintly visible. Hardwoods have sup-
planted corn as the punctuating fea-
ture of the now undulating layout. In
fact, Proctor-Pittsford has the charac-
teristics of a mountain course with-
out the mountains. Thanks to its

farm field origins, Proctor-Pittsford
is one of Vermont’s most walkable
golfing venues.

And this delightful course re-
mains very much a work-in-progress.
Bunkers are being added and ampli-

Ray Keyser added doglegs and pond-side greens when he tacked on the second nine holes 11 years ago.
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fied, tees and greens enhangey

pond here, @ reconfigurey ¢4 Ny
there. Since its conversion | Fwa,
ago to an 18-hole track, p, Year
Pittsford has been gamerin,ocror‘
lades from throughout the Stit acgg,
firse-quality, moderately Pl'icedB as 4
ing experience. &olf.

One golfer who%
been around the course o, much
of its existence is
local resident Mary Fregosj,
In fact, she joined the cfyh some
40 years ago as g
junior member (annual fee; § 8).
She’s seen
Proctor-Pittsford evolye
fremendously over the Years,
winning 19 dub rhampionships in
the process!

One golfer who's been around the
course for much of its existence s
local resident Mary Fregosi. In fact,
she joined the club some 40 years ago
as a junior member (annual fee: §18).
She’s seen Proctor-Pittsford evolve
tremendously over the years, win-
ning 19 club championships in the
process!

“The course was so deserted dur-
ing the week you could drop balls in
the middle of the fairway and hit two
ot three shots into the green without
holding anyone up” Fregosi recalls.
“One day the greenkeeper, ‘Simmie,’
parked his tractor in the middle of
the fairway while he worked on a
bunker. He left the tractor running
and it was in my way. My partner,
Mary Candon, was a farm girl. She
hopped on the tractor and drove it
away. Simmie thought the tractor
hgd slipped a gear 50 he went run-
ning after it. Bur that’s che way it

VERMONT GOLF » 2000

was here in the 1960s.”

The atmosphere isn’t quite as lajd
back today at Proctor-Pitesford, byt
che club still prides jtself in offering
a casual golfing experience. Golfers
will find that the nine new holes
added in 1988 have been seamlessly
sculpted into the original setting,
The credit goes to former Vermont
Governor E Ray Keyser, Jr., who
supervised a redesign that was com-
pleted for a scant $500,000. Keyser,
curtent president of the Vermone
Golf Association, donated his servic-
es to the project.

It is three of the original holes,
however, that remain among the
toughest tests on the 5,728-yard
(from the white pegs) layout. In fact,
there is no more difficult hole in
Vermont than the ninth, a daunting
220-yard uphill hoist into a skimpy,
bunker-fringed green. It is a par four
for ladies.

The back side begins with a gor-

e s,

Finally,
there is the sixteenth,
a grinding 405-yard par-4,
uphill afl the way into a narrow,
stingy green.

- W you reach the putting surface in
regulation, take a very deep bow.

g

geous, 410-yarder, which demands a
big drive carefully deposited and a
laser straight approach into a huge
green tucked behind a tree stand and
bordered by a large pond. A new
hole, fourteen, offers another pond
which necessitates a tee ball of
almost 200 yards to clear, followed
by a big second shot. Keyser is most

- proud of this hole. Finally, there is

the sixteenth, a grinding 405-yard
par-4, uphill all the way into a nar-
tow, stingy green. If you reach the
putting surface in regulation, take a
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very deep bow
There are nO doglegs on the o

them in the redes'ign giving ¢p,
course as much physical variety a5 St
ohnsbury of Barre, two tracks fhar.
offer 2 similar brand of ﬁfo-rar(.
plue-collar golf. That dOWﬂ~homé
armosphere 80es bacl‘< a long way
procror—Pittsford. “Bill Youse wag i
charge of just about everything 4

7| Marble from nearby quarries has
> been ufilized many places on the

P property.

d | years ago,” Fregosi recalls. “He got
here early and left late and he sold
everything from candy bars to beer to
green fees to lessons. He took an
interest in Nancy and me, and invit-
ed us to take a lesson. He taught
tw'o-hour sessions for two dollars
apiece. On rainy days, when it was
dead on the course, he would play the
piano in the clubhouse. Even after he
left he still maintained an interest in
;};’ 83}211& - He was a grear influence.”
= ry has been golf coach at Rucland
lgh Sc}}ool for many years.
dmpclj;sj;;auy a celebrity would
- The legendary Mae Murray
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pal nine. Keyser installed fiye é’(l;
)

|
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utland was @ frequent visi-

Jore d Mary also remembers watch-
ko bby Locke—the fabled short
ing . ecialist from South Africa
; d to a Ruclander—

a5 mMAarric
oW “He showed up one

coufsc. -
play thiis white, long sleeved shirt,

day e d " she says of
and trousers, y
blac;i{e = 1e looked like he had
Lo e'd out of 2 1930s movie set. It
secPl chrill to think that man

big

was @ little nine-hole
come to our

would

“

Coﬁﬁ; always, in that era, the corn
come into play. “There was a
hen I'd hit the occasional
hook on the third (now the
EF;:}?)( hole into the corn field chat
Slas chere in those days,” Fregosi
4 s, “It wasn't all that difficult to
ayo- , v
;hfd che ball, you'd just peer dov».rn
d there it was. For a kid
ing a ball was serious

Would
rime W

the rows a0
in those days los

business!”
The corn is gone now, replaced by

an apple orchard that guards several
fairways. And while the trees are
rechnically out of bounds, the limbs
ring delicious fruic are not. Pick

bea '
away and call it a fringe benefit!
Another bonus for Proctor-

picesford golfers is the genuine
Vermont marble used to construct
both the interior (verde antique) and
exterior (Danby white) of the club-
house. This lavish touch provides
many Mmemories for Fregosi. “The
frst time ] ever came here, long
before I took up golf, it was with my
patents to watch my Uncle Eddie set
the marble inside the clubhouse,” she
recalls.

They haven’t harvested any mar-
ble in the region for many years, but
the Proctor-Pittsford Country Club
remains, in its own way, a fitting
monument to Vermont.

Att Ristau has played Proctor-Pittsford
[requently over the years, despite the fact
that he lives in Barre.
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