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THE NOMADIC HISTORY of the Vermont
Open began in-1940 at the Burlington
Country Club. It was sanctioned by the
Professional Golfers Association, and
sponsored by the Burlington Country
club with the help of local merchants. The

sachusetts, won with a 135 and Charlie
Sheppard was again second, scoring 137,
Back at the course where he had played in
one of his first tournamens in 1940 was
Bob Toski, in third place with 140,

History of the Vermont Open

The Bennington Country Club spon-
sored the 1950 Open, again offering
$500. Thoren walked off with top honors,
Sheppard still finishing in the second slot

(continued on page 147)

purse was $3,000, big money on the
professional golf circuit in those pre-
World War II days,

The first tournament interested name
golfers, and a number of hopefuls from
New England. By the end of the tourna-
ment it was the name golfers who stole the
show and the prize money. Mike Turnsea
of the famous golfing family in
Westchester, New York toured the 72
holes with a 284 to win the top award.
Close behind were other stars like Horton
Smith, Dutch Harrison, Pete Cooper, and
Jim Turnsea, to name just a few. Bob
Toski, a youngster from Northampton,
Massachusetts, played in the first Ver-

mont Open. He went on to win some of
the greatest golfing titles in this country.
In 1941, another attempt was made to
hold the Vermont Open, but the PGA was
unable to work out a date that fit into its
schedule. With the onset of the war the
Open went into mothballs. It was revived
in 1948, this time at the Rutland Country
Club. The purse was only $500, but it
attracted 61 of the best professionals and
amateurs in New England. Les Kennedy
of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and Charles
Sheppard of West Newton, Massachusetts
tied at the end of the 36 holes tournament
with 139s. The playoff went three holes,
Kennedy getting a 4 on the third to
Sheppard’s 5. Tom Pierce of Rutland,
seven times Vermont Amateur Cham-
pion, was low amateur with 143.

In 1949, the Open went back to Bur-
lington. This was a two day tournamer‘m
with a $500 purse. There was a torrential
downpour on the first day and the course

had to be closed, and the Vermont Open

nd
reverted to a 36-hole meet on the seco

day, Johnny Thoren of Hamilton, Mas-

It’s Tee Time at Cortina Inn.

Treat yourself to the ultimate golf
vacation at Cortina Inn. With five
exceptional courses nearby, you
can play at a different one each
day, including Killington's
18-hole championship course
just minutes away...
Off the greens, enjoy Cortina’s
country hospitality, first class
accommodations, and resort
amenities, including a fitness
center, indoor pool, saunas, and
tennis courts. Plus, feast on gourmet
meals and a sumptuous Sunday
Brunch served in the Oak Room.

Cortina Inn's beautifully appointed rooms offer pleasant comfort after
a day on the links. And our central Vermont location is convenient to

many area attractions and a wide array of shops.

Plan now to get your golf vacation back on course.
call us today toll-free 1-800-451-6108.

Route 4. Killngton, Vermont 05751 (802) 773-3333
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